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Overview and Objectives

The South Dakota Statewide Rural Wildlife Crossings Study was initiated by South Dakota Department of Transportation (SDDOT) and partners. The study aims to identify locations throughout the state where wildlife-vehicle collisions occur. These locations can also be thought of as “hot spots” where wildlife are frequently being struck and killed by vehicles. Once the hot spots have been identified, study researchers will develop recommendations for the appropriate wildlife mitigation strategies at each location across the state. Mitigation can include wildlife fences and wildlife underpasses to provide wildlife connectivity and keep animals off of roadways. This study will be conducted by The Wildlife Connectivity Institute across all of South Dakota on SDDOT administered roads. The final products of the study will guide SDDOT in the implementation of the recommended mitigation strategies.

Need for the Study

Wildlife-crashes are the number one crash type in South Dakota. While the national average for crashes that involve wildlife is five percent, South Dakota wildlife related crashes average 25 percent of all reported crashes, the highest percent of all U.S. states (Cramer et al. 2022). These crashes cost South Dakotans over $120 million annually (Cramer et al. 2022). When the most intense wildlife-vehicle crash locations are located in this study, SDDOT will be better positioned to plan for placing wildlife mitigation in the areas where motorists are at greatest risk. These mitigations would reduce the risk to the lives of motorists by maintaining wildlife connectivity without bringing them into conflict with vehicles. Previous research shows that wildlife fences and other mitigation measures can reduce crashes with wildlife by as much as 90 percent (Kintsch et al. 2021). 

Public Involvement Requested 

The researchers and SDDOT will be holding public meetings and taking public comments related to the study through the Fall of 2026 to ensure that stakeholders have meaningful opportunities to contribute to the process. The research team would love to hear from you. To learn more about the public meetings scheduled for this project, please visit the study’s website at https://dot.sd.gov/projects-studies/studies/special-studies/south-dakota-statewide-rural-wildlife-crossings-study/. 


