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The following individuals represented the South Dakota Department of Transportation: 

 
Grant Brewer 
Road Design Engineer 

Brandon Riss 
Road Design Engineering Manager 

Travis Dressen 
Mitchell Region Engineer 

Joseph Sestack 
Access Management Engineer 

Kevin Heiman 
Highway Construction Project Engineer 

 

 
 

The Public Meeting/Open House was held at the Scotland School District Auxiliary Gym in Scotland, SD.  
Thirty seven people attended the hearing.  A handout was made available at the meeting to provide 
information and generate questions on design, environmental, right-of-way and access management 
issues that are typical for most highway projects. 
 
No written comment letters were received. An acknowledgement of receipt has been sent.  All 
comments will be reviewed by the Department for consideration in the design process. 
 



























Overview of Informal Verbal Comments Received at the Meeting/Open House 
 
 

 

• Is the project happening a done deal? 
o Yes, the project will happen, but there is still room for what the final product looks like  

• How much ROW is there currently? 
o Currently there is 50 feet on each side and we are looking for 75 feet on each side of the road. 

• What will happen to fencing along the ROW? 
o The state will replace or pay for the replacement of the fence 

• If there is a power box in the new ROW how is that handled with the utility company? 
o The state coordinates with the utility companies but they will contact the land owners directly 

to set up easements and location. 

• Why is South Dakota increasing ditches to 20 foot wide  and taking productive farm land when other 
states don’t do that? 

o We can’t speak on the standards of other states, we implement the wider ditches for South 
Dakotas safety standards, snow removal and other safety factors. We will be context sensitive 
where needed but in general, 150’ corridor fits what we typically need for ROW width. 

• What will the surface look like during construction? 
o It will be built up with most likely clay or whatever is naturally occurring around here and then 

left with a blottered surface for the interim surface. That is like a very thin asphalt surface. 

• Parking in town during the surfacing portion of the project? 
o They will surface one side of the street at a time so you will be able to park on the milled side or 

the paved side depending on what they are working on but you should be able to park on the 
street but may need to move your vehicle while work is going on. 

• Alternate routes for farmers to transport through town during construction? 
o We will have our designated detour along the state highways but farmers can take the routes 

that work for them around the construction. 

• Will the box culvert just south of town next to the landfill road be impacted? 
o The road should tie in before that culvert so it should not be heavily impacted by the project 

• Loss of income for crop land from purchase for ROW is loss of income for the land owners lifetime, how 
is that accounted for? 

o We have to follow federal laws when purchasing land and we can negotiate during the ROW 
acquisition 

• The two way stop at highways 25 and highway 46, people have lost their life there due to those on 46 
not stopping and blowing through. Can we put in a 4 way stop? 

o It is something we can look at and see if the numbers justify making it a 4-way stop. 







 







 


