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Foreword

The South Dakota Department of Transportation (SDDOT) Environmental Procedure Manual
(EPM) has been developed to provide guidance to SDDOT, consultant, and contractor personnel
performing environmental services associated with SDDOT transportation projects, including
appropriate local government projects. The goal of the EPM is to effectively communicate
preferred environmental processes and procedures, evaluate environmental impacts due to
projects, and implement subsequent environmental commitments in an efficient and effective
manner. The manual also provides the public, contractors, consultants, stakeholders, and other
agencies an overview of the SDDOT environmental processes in an open and transparent way.
This manual is an overview of the environmental procedures to be followed for projects funded
in part by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Itis notinclusive of allFHWA environmental
policies and requirements or the environmental requirements of other agencies. This manualis
notintendedtoreinterpret federal or state laws; it should be used in conjunction with all applicable
laws, regulations, guidance, and internal coordination procedures.

The EPM presents information normally required for the environmental analysis and
documentation of SDDOT projects; however, it is impossible to address every situation that a
user will encounter. Therefore, users must exercise good judgment on individual projects and,
frequently, be innovative in their approach to addressing environmental concerns and impacts.
This may require different approaches than described in the following chapters. Where questions
exist regarding the appropriate approach, users should seek guidance from the Environmental
Office staff, FHWA Environmental Engineer,and other experienced individuals with knowledge in
the specificenvironmental field.

It is also important to recognize that environmental rules and regulations continue to evolve
with changes in environmental requirements (e.g., Section 4(f), Clean Water Act 404(b)(1),
Endangered Species Act Section 7 consultation, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act), new transportation reauthorization laws, issuance of presidential Executive Orders, as well
as court case decisions. With these changes, new methods of avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation will be identified adding to the methods described in this EPM and reinforcing the
nature of this dynamic document.

Chad Babcock, SDDOT Environmental Section Manager

y 77224
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