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http://sddot.com/transportation/highways/traffic 

 
 
 

In Cooperation with: 
 

United States Department of Transportation 
Federal Highway Administration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
The South Dakota Department of Transportation provides services without regard to race, color, gender, religion, national origin, age or 
disability, according to the provisions contained in SDCL 20-13, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended, the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990 and Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in 

Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, 1994. 
 

Any person who has questions concerning this policy or who believes he or she has been discriminated against should contact the  
Department’s Civil Rights Office at 605-773-3540. 
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

 

SDDOT started taking traffic counts beginning with the 50th Rally in 1990.  Counters were set at 18 locations, 6 of 
those locations counting traffic entering Sturgis.  2 locations were added in 2002, 2 more in 2003, and the last 2 loca-
tions added in 2005 making a total of 24 locations counted. .  Locations 7 and 8 were deleted beginning in 2012, mak-
ing it 22 locations currently counted every year.   
 
A new road, Ft Meade Way, was constructed by Meade Co in 2016.  It connects I-90 Exit 37 to SD 34 by the Buffalo 
Chip Campground.  Site 29N & 29S was added this year to the count locations. 
 
Portable road tube counters are used at each location.  The counters record one vehicle for every two axles that hit the 
road tube.  All counters and road tubes are check daily during the week to ensure everything is counting correctly.  En-
tering data is collected daily during the week. 
   
Traffic can enter Sturgis at 9 locations.  These are:   

1. Site 3: I-90 Exit 32 WB offramp 
2. Site 6: I-90 Exit 32 EB offramp 
3. Site 9: I-90 Exit 30 EB offramp 
4. Site 11: I-90 Exit 30 WB offramp 
5. Site 13: US 14A EB SW of Exit 30 
6. Site 17: SD 34 WB east of Buffalo Chip Campground 
7. Site 22:  SD 79  SB north of Bear Butte 
8. Site 23:  Vanocker Canyon Rd NB south of Exit 32 
9. Site 29N:  Ft Meade Way  (ADDED IN 2016) 

 
 
Please note that in 2017, the official dates of the Rally was changed to 10 days instead of 7 days.  The official 
start of the 2017 Rally was Friday August 4th with it ending on Sunday August 13th. 
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A N A L Y S I S  

 
Below is the Daily traffic entering Sturgis for the 2020 Rally at the 9 entering locations: 
Traffic for the Official Rally Dates (10 days) was down 7.5% from the same period in 2019.  2020 Traffic entering Stur-
gis at the 9 locations was 462,182.  Traffic entering for 2019 at the 9 locations for 10 days was 499,654.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been gathering 10 days of data since 2011.  Here are the Daily Total Entering Sturgis for 2020-2011. 
The 2015 Rally (75th Rally) was the highest 10 day total entering since we started gathering traffic counts for 10 days in 
2011.  The 2020 Rally Entering Traffic was the lowest total entering. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Here is a look at the 2020 Daily Entering Totals compared to the Average Daily Totals Entering for  2019-2016 
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Site 1 
I‐90 WB east of Exit 32 

 



Site 2 
I‐90 EB east of Exit 32 

 



Site 3 
I‐90 Exit 32 WB Offramp 

 



Site 4 
I‐90 Exit 32 EB Onramp 

 



Site 5 
I‐90 Exit 32 WB Onramp 

 



Site 6 
I‐90 Exit 32 EB Offramp 

 



Site 7 
I‐90 WB between Exit 30 & 32 

 



Site 8 
I‐90 EB between Exit 30 & 32 

 



Site 9 
I‐90 Exit 30 WB Offramp 

 



Site 10 
I‐90 Exit 30 WB Onramp 

 



Site 11 
I‐90 Exit 30 EB Offramp 

 



Site 12 
I‐90 Exit 30 EB Onramp 

 



Site 13 
US 14A EB south of Exit 30 

 



Site 14 
US 14A WB south of Exit 30 

 



Site 15 
I‐90 WB west of Exit 30 

 



Site 16 
I‐90 EB west of Exit 30 

 



Site 17 
SD 34 WB east of Buffalo Chip 

 



Site 18 
SD 34 EB east of Buffalo Chip 

 



Site 19 
SD 34 WB east of Glencoe 

 



Site 20 
SD 34 EB east of Glencoe 

 



* Site moved to north of Pappy Hoel Campground in 2016 

Site 21 
SD 79 NB north of Bear BuƩe 

 



* Site moved to north of Pappy Hoel Campground in 2016 

Site 22 
SD 79 SB north of Bear BuƩe 

 



Site 23 
NB Vanocker Canyon Rd 

 



Site 24 
SB Vanocker Canyon Rd 

 



Site 25 
I‐90 Exit 37 WB Onramp 

 



Site 26 
I‐90 Exit 37 WB Offramp 

 



Site 27 
I‐90 Exit 37 EB Onramp 

 



Site 28 
I‐90 Exit 37 EB Offramp 

 



Site 29N 
Ft Meade Way NB 

 



Site 29S 
Ft Meade Way SB 

 


