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	Division of Planning & Engineering
Office of Road Design
Select Street
Select City
Select Phone/Fax
dot.sd.gov




Date


Michael Lemburg
Grand Electric Coop., Inc.
PO Box 39
Bison, SD 57620


RE:	NH-CR 0046(69)288, Charles Mix County, PCN 05JN
	SD46 in Wagner
Structure # 
	Grading, Surfacing, Storm Sewer, Curb & Gutter, Sidewalk, Lighting, Signals


Dear Mr. Lemburg:

Attached for your review are two (2) copies of a State Force Account Agreement for relocating your facilities on the above noted project.  If the agreement meets with your approval, please sign both copies and return to Select UC Select from dropdown list Utility Coordinator at the address above as soon as possible.  Please note that agreement signatures must be notarized.  You will also need to complete the corporate acknowledgement section on page four (4) of the agreement and also “date” Exhibit “A” Buy America Certificate of Compliance on page five (5).  Your copy will be returned to you upon approval by the Department of Transportation.

The Utility Company is responsible for obtaining all required environmental and Section 106 approvals for their facilities installation.

Prior to SDDOT approval, SDDOT requires a list of all items and materials to be used on the project, which must meet the Buy America requirements.  This list must be submitted when returning the signed agreement.  If no items requiring Buy America compliance will be used, please submit a written statement which states no items or materials will be used that require Buy America compliance.  This list or statement will then be attached to both copies of the agreements.  

Attached is the South Dakota Department of Transportation “Utility Relocation Guidelines for Implementation of Buy America Requirements dated March 22, 2023” to assist you in determining which components are required to comply with Buy America.





If you propose to install any part of your facility within the highway right-of-way or if existing facility locations are changed, you will be required to obtain a permit.  You may download a permit application at: https://www.state.sd.us/eforms/secure/eforms/S_E0929V8-DOT200ApplicationforUtilityPermit.pdf
Please submit your application to Jay Peppel, Mitchell Area Engineer, Department of Transportation, 1300 W Norway Ave, Mitchell, SD 57301.

Sincerely,



Select UC Select from dropdown list
Utility Coordinator

Attachment

cc:	Travis Dressen, Mitchell Region Engineer
	Jay Peppel, Mitchell Area Engineer




South Dakota Department of Transportation
Better Lives Through Better Transportation

South Dakota Department of Transportation
Better Lives Through Better Transportation
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DATE:	October 20, 2023

SUBJECT:	Utility Relocation Guidelines for Implementation of Buy America Requirements


The South Dakota Department of Transportation has prepared the following guidelines to be used by utilities for the purpose of clarifying the Buy America requirements for utility relocations within the state of South Dakota. These guidelines pertain to utilities for all federally eligible transportation projects for which the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is the lead federal agency. The use of these guidelines is limited only to utilities and is not intended to apply to or modify the Buy America requirements for other transportation related products or materials.  

1. Construction Materials: Construction Materials will be produced in the United States. Each construction material is followed by a standard for the material to be considered produced n the United States.  A construction material is an article, material, or supply that is one of the following: 
A. Non-ferrous metals. All manufacturing processes, from initial smelting or melting through final shaping, coating, and assembly, occurred in the United States.
B. Plastic and polymer-based products including polyvinylchloride, composite building materials, and polymers used in fiber optic cables. All manufacturing processes, from initial combination of constituent plastic or polymer-based inputs, or, where applicable, constituent composite materials, until the item is in its final form, occurred in the United States.
C. Glass including optic glass. All manufacturing processes, from initial batching and melting of raw materials through annealing, cooling, and cutting, occurred in the United States.
D. Fiber optic cable including drop cable. All manufacturing processes, from the initial ribboning (if applicable), through buffering, fiber stranding and jacketing, occurred in the United States. All manufacturing processes also include the standards for glass and optical fiber, but not for non-ferrous metals, plastic and polymer-based products, or any others.
E. Optical fiber. All manufacturing processes, from the initial preform fabrication stage through the completion of the draw, occurred in the United States.
F. Lumber. All manufacturing processes, from initial debarking through treatment and planing, occurred in the United States.
G. Engineered wood. All manufacturing processes from the initial combination of constituent materials until the wood product is in its final form, occurred in the United States.
H. Drywall. All manufacturing processes, from initial blending of mined or synthetic gypsum plaster and additives through cutting and drying of sandwiched panels, occurred in the United States.



2. Materials which are  comprised of more than 90% steel or iron are subject to compliance with the Buy America regulations, including but not limited to the following:
· Poles and cross-arms
· Pipe and valves
· High strength bolts
· Anchor bolts and anchor rods
· Girders used to comprise transmission towers and stand-alone structures
· Reinforcing steel and rebar
· Conduit and ducting
· Fire Hydrants
· Manhole covers and rims
· Drop inlet frames and grates
3. The Buy America requirements apply to manufactured goods, as detailed in relevant federal regulations and federal guidance letters.
4. The Buy America requirements do not apply to existing materials that were previously installed within the projects limits that are to be reused in the relocation within the project limits.
5. The Buy America requirements do not apply to assembly materials, attachment materials, miscellaneous electronics, or encasements.
6. The Buy America requirements do not apply to any associated materials (including spare materials) required for maintenance.
7. The Buy America requirements do not apply to materials used for a temporary utility relocation or for materials necessary to repair a utility that was discovered or damaged during construction and requires immediate action to restore the utility to a safe condition or to minimize adverse public impact.

Definitions:


High Strength Bolts, Anchor Bolt, & Anchor Rods:     High strength bolts, anchor bolts, and anchor rods will be identified by the utility owner as any bolt possessing a yield strength of fifty-thousand pounds per square inch (50 ksi) or greater

Assembly Materials:     The collection of miscellaneous steel materials used to fasten, hold, attach, secure, and/or assemble materials including, but not limited to bolts (excluding those identified as high strength bolts, anchor bolts, or anchor rods), nuts, washers, screws, clips, fittings, sleeves, lifting hooks, mounting brackets, pole steps, clamps, brackets, mounting straps, fasteners, hooks, pins, braces, disks, clevises, couplers, swivels, snaps, crimps, trunnions, dead-ends, and compression swages.

Attachment Materials:     An item or material that is not an integral part or permanently attached to the pole, pipe, or valve. Cross arms are not considered attachment materials. Attachment materials include but are not limited to cross arm bracing, insulators, avian equipment, fillings, racks, ladders, encasements, guy wire, strand, conductors and tubing 0.75 inches in diameter or less, and miscellaneous hardware as defined below.

Conductor:     Wires or cables that allow the flow of energy including electricity, heat, data, audio/video transmission, etc.

Encasements:     Cabinets, housings, boxes, vaults, covers, shelves, and other items used to protect or house equipment and miscellaneous electronics.

Fittings:     Individual parts used to join, adjust, or adapt a system of pipes including but not limited to elbows, tees, wyes, crosses, nipples, reducers, end caps, couplers, transitions, connectors, unions, mechanical flanges not permanently affixed to the pipe, bushings, ferrules, gaskets, o-rings, plugs or taps.

Girders:     A load bearing beam or strut commonly taking the cross sectional shape of a circle, square, rectangle, or an I, C, L, or Z, and assembled for the purpose of creating lattice towers, stand-alone platforms, or transmission towers.

Lattice Towers:     A structure that is compiled of girders and is typically used in series to support conductor cables.

Maintenance:     An action or application of materials that is necessary for general upkeep and to keep a system functioning safely and at optimal performance levels.

Miscellaneous Electronics:     Manufactured products or assemblies consisting of many individual components such as electronic equipment, routers, switches, radios, processors, power supplies, batteries, antennas, splice cases, pre-connectorized hubs and terminals, and cross boxes.

Miscellaneous Hardware:     An assembly of small parts that are compiled to complete a finished product that is often used independently or as an attachment material. Miscellaneous hardware includes but is not limited to locks, switches, cutouts, regulators, gauges, meters, barometers, strainers, filters, pilots, arrestors, insulators, ball bearings, dampeners, needle valves, braces, pipe supports, actuators, motors, and pumps.

Permanent Installation:     The final location and installation of the materials as defined in the plans and specifications with no further adjustments or relocations necessary to accommodate the final transportation project improvements.

Stand-alone Platform:     A structure comprised of girders that is used to permanently hold or support large equipment.

Temporary Utility Relocation:     A temporary utility relocation is one that is needed to allow the roadway construction to proceed, but is not required to remain in its relocation as a result of the final transportation project improvements.
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